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Blofield News is the monthly parish magazine for St. Andrew & St. Peter 
Blofield, All Saints Hemblington and St. Andrew, North Burlingham. It is sold 
in these churches and in local shops. If you live in one of our parishes and 
purchase a year’s subscription we can probably deliver it to your home free 
of charge, Government guidelines permitting. If you live outside the parishes 
you can have copies sent to your home either by post or by email. A large 
print version is available to anyone who is having difficulty reading our 
standard publication. (Copies in colour will continue to be sent electronically). 
 

For more information, please contact the editor, Gill, whose contact details 
are on the back page. The last date for submissions is the 15th of the 
previous month. 
 

 
 

Rector: Revd. Kevin Billson Tel: 01603 712299 
Retired Priest: Revd. Canon Judith Wilson Tel: 01603 211509 
Licensed Lay Minister: Sue Shillam Tel: 01603 211629 
 

St. Andrew & St. Peter, Blofield 
Churchwardens: 
Mrs. Y. Mack Tel: 01603 715213 & Mr. S. Wales Tel: 01603 211931 
Website: www.blofieldchurch.org.uk  
Access: Open for private prayer and stillness - Daily: 9.30am - dusk. 
 

All Saints, Hemblington 
Churchwardens: Mr. S. Mutten Tel: 01603 715701 & Mrs. C. Howe  
Tel: 01603 270360 
Website: www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk 
Access: Open for private prayer and stillness - Daily: 9.30am - dusk. 
 

St. Andrew & St. Peter, North Burlingham 

Churchwarden: Pat Ramsdale Tel: 07917766431 or 01603 712724 
Website: www.northburlinghamchurch.org.uk  
Access: Open for private prayer and stillness - Daily: 9.30am - dusk. 
 

 
 

Weddings 
19th June, at Blofield Church - Jenna Arlow to Ross Barber. 
 

Funerals 
24th June, Neville Keen aged 91 at St Faith’s Crematorium. 
 

Committal of Ashes 
1st July, John Goward at Blofield Churchyard. 

FROM THE REGISTER 

WELCOME 

MINISTRY TEAM 
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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR 
 

How well do you take note of the sermons you hear when 
you attend church? The importance, even the life saving 
potential of doing so, was illustrated quite effectively to 
Helene and I when we attended church on our recent 
holiday. 
 

The rector of Long Melford church was speaking at a 
family service on the story of Daniel in the lion’s den, and 
the way that God can use animals for his glory and 
sometimes to teach us lessons. As an illustration, he 
shared a story of how his wife’s friend had recently been 
chased by a small herd of cows. She didn’t run away but turned towards 
them and sang the praises of God to them – that did the trick. 
 

Later in the week, Helene and I went for an evening walk, and came across a 
field with a yellow sign warning, ‘Bull in field’. I have an innate fear of cows, 
and I am extremely cautious when I am around them, and very nervous in 
the same field as a bull. On the contrary, Helene was brought up on a farm. 
 

Anyway, we decided to enter the field, as we could see no sight of a bull 
anywhere. Only when we had completed an almost complete circuit of the 
field, did we come across a dog walker and not one, but three bulls - one 
mature beast and two younger animals. One of the younger bulls watched 
the lady and her dog but let them pass. I thought it might be wise to go in the 
opposite direction, but Helene suggested we’d be fine if we keep our 
distance and walked by sensibly. However, the bull was agitated, and as we 
passed by, it came bounding towards us at some speed. I turned and used 
the only words that were in my mind - I’m ashamed to say it, but they were 
expletives as I was scared, my heartbeat had accelerated, and I wanted to 
run. Helene on the other hand, told me to stay calm and keep on walking 
while she turned to face the bull bounding towards us. She simply put out her 
hands and told him to stop. Amazingly, he did. However, he came closer to 
her, almost nuzzling her hand, but then began jumping around as if he were 
determined to get the better of her. But Helene stood her ground and did 
exactly what she had heard in the sermon. She sang to him, using her 
spiritual language. Amazingly he calmed down. Helene started to walk away, 
but again the bull followed her aggressively, so again, she turned to face him 
and prayed some more - for what seemed like several minutes. Finally, the 
bull turned and went back to join the other two animals, and Helene walked 
slowly away, completely unharmed. 
 

Helene had listened to the sermon, and used the message God had 
impressed upon her a few days before! She maintained her cool and her 
faith, whereas I panicked. Her faith and her actions quite possibly saved us 
from serious injury or worse! 
 
REV KEVIN BILLSON 
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THREE CHURCHES TOGETHER 
BLOFIELD, HEMBLINGTON AND NORTH BURLINGHAM  

SERVICES FOR AUGUST 2021 
 
Our Churches are open for communal worship. 
 

Sunday services now regularly take place in the Churches of Blofield and 
Hemblington and we look forward to welcoming worshippers. 
 

Regular services are: 
 Hemblington with North Burlingham is at 9.30am. 
 Blofield is at 11.00am. 
 

Services alternate between Holy Communion and a service of Morning 
Worship. 
 
Benefice Morning prayer is on Tuesday at 9.00am by Zoom. 
Benefice Morning prayer is on Thursday at Hemblington Church at 9.00am. 
 
The Wednesday morning service at 9.30am is now held in Blofield 
Church. It alternates between Holy Communion and a Service of 
Morning Worship. 
A Service of Holy Communion will be held on 4th and 18th August and a 
service of morning worship on 11th and 25th August. 
 
Following the lifting of all government-imposed restrictions and regulations on 
19th July, the Rector, the churchwardens, and others involved in ministry, 
have met together to discuss the way forward for our churches in terms of 
what precautions may need to remain in place, and how to manage them. 
Their discussion was held too late to inform this edition of Blofield News. In 
the meantime, please contact the churchwardens for further advice, guidance 
or help. 
 
What about collections and giving to our churches? 
 

We are grateful that many people have continued with their planned giving 
and regular donations, though, I’m sure you are aware that there is a 
considerable strain on each church’s finances at the present time. If at all 
possible, please consider giving by online donations, by BACS or by standing 
order. Bank Account Details for offerings and gifts directly to Church 
Accounts are as follows: 

BLOFIELD PARISH 
CHURCH 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
HEMBLINGTON 

ST ANDREWS CHURCH 
NORTH BURLINGHAM 

(North Burlingham PCC) 
Sort Code: 09 01 55 

  

Account No. 31794180 

Sort Code: 30 96 17  
 

Account No. 00040822 

Sort Code: 30 99 97 
 

 Account No. 30101668 
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THE CHURCHES OF THE BLOFIELD BENEFICE 
Caring for our church family 

 

Looking after our church family is very important to us, particularly during this 
time when we begin to see restrictions lifted. 
 

Our churches are open every day for you to visit and Sunday and Midweek 
services have resumed. Please contact the wardens if there’s anything we 
can do to make you feel more at ease during the service. 
 

If you or someone you know needs support, would like a regular phone call 
or who has something special to celebrate please let Kevin, Sue or the 
church wardens know so that we can make contact. 
 

Contact details are on page 3 of this magazine. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BENEFICE SERVICE 
AT BLOFIELD CHURCH 

 
The Wednesday morning services have started 
again at Blofield Church at 9.30am following a 

pattern of Holy Communion and Morning Worship: 
 

  4th August Holy Communion 
11th August Morning Worship 
18th August Holy Communion 
25th August Morning Worship 

 

The service is followed by coffee and chat in the 
West End - All welcome. 

. 

‘BLOFIELD NEWS’ ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Due to the pandemic, the magazine was not hand delivered for three 
months but was sent via email. As soon as we were able, we continued 
to produce a paper copy which has been delivered to houses as well as 
sent online. If you receive an email copy and are happy to continue 
receiving it this way, and are wondering how to pay the annual £3, the 
details for the online banking are on page 5. Please make this online £3 
payment separate from other donations, and put 'BN' in the reference 
field if this option is available. If you prefer to pay by cash, please deliver 
the £3 to The Rectory,10 Oak Wood, Blofield, NR13 4JQ,or to Jim 
Morley, Curbar, Doctors Road, Blofield, NR13 4LF, in an envelope 
clearly marked "for Blofield News subscription" with your name and 
address. 
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BLOFIELD CHURCH 
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Wednesdays from 1 – 3 pm during term time 
First session September 8th 

The session is offered free, but a donation bowl is 
available if  you wish to contribute. 

 

Please contact Yvonne on 715213 or 

Barbara on 714519 for further information, or you can go 

to the Blofield Church Website at 

www.blofieldchurch.org.uk 

Autumn term dates 

Wednesday, 8th September - Wednesday, 20th October 

HALF TERM 

Wednesday, 3rd November - Wednesday, 15th December 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
Blofield Church presents an afternoon tea 
concert on Sunday, September 19th at 3pm 

 

Visiting vocalist Emma Nuule, soprano and our own John 
Farmer, composer and organist.  

 
 
 

Supporting a project in Namibia & Blofield Church  
Tickets, £8 at the door, include tea 

http://www.blofieldchurch.org.uk


 

Blofield News August 2021  Page 9

Arts, Crafts and Flowers in a Country Church 
 

Visit St. Margaret's Church, Upton between 14th - 21st August from 
10.30am to 4pm each day, to see an exhibition of local art, crafts  

and flower displays. 
 

Some items will be for sale and light refreshments are available. 
 

Also, there will be organ recitals at certain times. 
 

Car Parking will be available in the farm next door. 
 

On Sunday 22nd August join us for a 'Songs of Praise' service at 3pm. 
 

For further information, please contact Joyce on 01493 752237 or Ron on 
01493 751919. 

ST MARGARET’S CHURCH, UPTON 

BLOFIELD CHURCH FOODBANK AND 
CARE IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

The need for the Foodbank continues as we hear about those who have lost 
jobs, or finding the necessity of providing meals and essential toiletries very 
difficult, especially when benefits are sanctioned for many reasons. 
 

An enormous thank you to everyone who continues to donate so generously 
for collection at Blofield Church. This is desperately needed by many 
vulnerable people in the city and local families in our villages. 
 

There is a basket for non-perishable food items and toiletries in the church 
porch. This is collected most days and delivered to the collection points.  
There is a list on the basket for the most needed items. 
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HEMBLINGTON CHURCH 
 

Friends of All Saints Church, Hemblington 
www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk 

 

Can we “Rock around The Clock” or “Twist and Shout” at the 
Magical Mystery Music Quiz this September? Can 
Heathlands “Gimme Shelter”? We don’t know yet – but if it can 
go ahead on Saturday, 4th September – then it will! 

Start at 7.15pm; 
Ticket: £10 which includes a light supper. 

Drinks only from the bar – please don’t bring your own! 
 

E-mail: Hemblington@gmail.com or linda_bryant7@hotmail.com or 
telephone: (01603) 715804/715933 to register your interest, then we can let 
you know, for sure, that it is going ahead. 
 

Heritage Open Days: 10th – 19th September: 
The church will have an exhibition highlighting local food producers, as part 
of the national “Edible England” theme. If you would like to publicise your 
produce, please e-mail/phone contacts above. 
 

Raising funds for Hemblington church 
 

Assuming that the Village garage sale goes ahead, as planned, on Sunday 
September 5th, we will be having our usual stall at the ‘Bird in Hand’ (thank 
you, as ever, to Claire & Terry, for their kind hospitality), to raise funds for 
Hemblington church. Should you have any items you would like to donate to 
us, please get in contact with Catherine on 01603 270360, & we look forward 
to seeing you on the day. In the meanwhile, do go up to the church to see 
our wonderful new path, funded by both church & community - thank you! 

Blofield & District Gardening Club 
 

A summer newsletter has been circulated to members online, 
and is freely available to all on our website: 
www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk. Any gardening-related 
articles, photos or jokes will be appreciated for future newsletters – don’t be 
shy, just send them in! 
E-mail: blofieldgardeningclub@outlook.com. 
 

Membership of the Gardening Club automatically entitles us to associate 
membership of the Royal Horticultural Society and the Norfolk & Norwich 
Horticultural Society, and information from these groups, plus the local Open 
Gardens Scheme is regularly e-mailed to members. 
Please contact the above e-mail address for further details. 
 

Susan Rowe (Secretary) 

http://www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk
mailto:Hemblington@gmail.com
mailto:linda_bryant7@hotmail.com
http://www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk
mailto:blofieldgardeningclub@outlook.com
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Blofield & Brundall Libraries 
Your local libraries are fully open again! 

Blofield: 
• Monday 1pm - 6pm. 
• Wednesday 10am - 1pm & 1.30pm - 4pm. 
• Friday. 10am - 1pm & 1.30pm - 4pm. 
• Saturday. 1pm - 4pm. 

Brundall: 
• Monday 10am - 1pm & 1.30pm - 4pm. 
• Tuesday 10am - 1pm & 1.30pm - 4pm. 
• Thursday 1pm - 6pm. 
• Saturday 1pm – 4pm. 

 

From Monday, 19th July, you will see some changes to the way you can 
use libraries. We will continue to gradually restore all our usual library 
services, including events and activities – please check our website or 
social media for regular updates, and sign up to our e-newsletter for the 
latest information. 
 

We will still welcome the wearing of face coverings in our libraries, and will 
still provide hand sanitiser for your use. We are keeping a spacious layout 
for your comfort and convenience. 
 

Lateral Flow Testing Kits are available for collection from all libraries. 
 

Any items out on loan are still being automatically renewed until further 
notice and will not be charged any additional overdue or renewal fees, so 
don’t worry if you can’t visit us just yet. 
 

Please see: 
https://www.facebook.com/BlofieldBrundallLibraries/ 

WEA Blofield Branch 
Laughing Matters – film and television comedy 

WEA Blofield is offering this fun-filled 7 week course at the 
Blofield Courthouse, with tutor Nigel Herwin.  What makes us 
laugh - and why? It will start on Tuesday, 28th September (10 

am – 12 noon) and will explore diverse types of humour, and how jokes and 
funny moments are constructed. 
 

Each week a different aspect of humour will be analysed, which will be just 
what we need this autumn, so do please think about joining. The Courthouse 
will observe all Covid-19 precautions in force at the time. Full course details 
will be in next month’s issue or look at the WEA website: www.wea.org.uk 
Course Ref: C2228244. 
Please contact the Blofield branch with any queries: 
blofield.branch@wea.ac.uk or telephone 01603 537029.  
 

Susan Rowe (Secretary - WEA Blofield Branch) 

http://www.wea.org.uk
mailto:blofield.branch@wea.ac.uk
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Blafelda (Blofield) Probus Club  
Activities are suspended during the Covid pandemic, we are planning to 
restart once government restrictions allow. In the meantime, please direct 
any enquiries to Alex Mason (01603 716735/alexwmason@yahoo.co.uk) or 
Mike Cole (01603 713839/mikecole@uwclub.net). 
 

Blofield Court House Village Screen  
Blofield Court House will remain closed until further notice. We will re-open 
as soon as it is safe to do so for Village Screen, Jazz events and for hiring 
groups. In the meantime, to all our supporters keep safe and we hope to see 
you soon. More information on our website www.blofieldcourthouse.org.uk. 
All enquiries to 01603 715349 
 

Blofield Parish Council 
Meetings will take place on a Monday at 7:30pm in Blofield Courthouse 
Main Hall unless otherwise notified. 
During 2021 the Parish Council will hold two meetings a month (with the 
exception of April, August and December). A monthly council meeting for all 
matters arising and a monthly planning meeting dedicated to discussing and 
commenting on planning applications. 
In addition to being published on the council website, the Agendas and the 
venue of meetings are always posted on the 3 village notice boards located 
by Blofield Village Shop, Blofield Library and Blofield Heath Village Shop. 
9th August - Parish Council Meeting. & Planning Meeting. 
Website: https://www.blofieldpc.info 
 

Keep Blofield Special 
Our small group of volunteers continues to help keep our villages reasonably 
free of litter, the August dates for litter-picks are:- 
Monday 2nd August, meet at Heathlands, Blofield Heath at 9.30am. 
Monday 9th August, meet at the Old Court House, Blofield at 9.30am. 
Anyone is welcome to join us, plenty of black bags will be available, in the 
meantime, many thanks to residents and walkers who kindly pick up litter 
informally, it is appreciated. 
 

Blofield and Brundall Pensioners 
We meet at the Blofield Court House on the first Monday afternoon of each 
month, commencing at 2pm. Meetings are cancelled for the time being. 
 

Blofield Tennis Club 
Blofield Tennis Club is up and running again! We warmly welcome players of 
all standards, from beginners to team players. Now is a great time for lapsed 
players to get back into the game at a supportive, very friendly and local 
tennis club. To join, just sign up on our website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/
blofieldtennisclub  or contact: blofieldtennisclub@btinternet.com. 
 
 

NOTICE BOARD 

mailto:alexwmason@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:mikecole@uwclub.net
http://www.blofieldcourthouse.org.uk
http://www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/blofieldtennisclub
http://www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/blofieldtennisclub
mailto:blofieldtennisclub@btinternet.com
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BADCOG ~ Blofield and District Conservation Group 
BADCOG is an active group which undertakes site management of local 
wildlife habitats. BADCOG holds fortnightly work parties. We meet on 
Saturday mornings, starting at 10.30am and finishing no later than 1pm. 
Anyone can come and join in for as little or as long as they like. 
The next work parties will be: Saturday, 14th August at Jary's Meadow 
and Saturday, 28th August at Howes Meadow. Any changes to plans will 
be on the website www.badcog.co.uk. 
 

Blofield Preschool Playgroup, Margaret Harker Hall 
A friendly, committee-run playgroup for children aged from 2½ years old. 
Free ‘Early Education’ funding for 3 and 4 year olds and full access to the 
‘Early Years Foundation Stage’. Open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
during term time. Sessions available 9.10am – 12.10pm, 12.10pm – 3.10pm, 
or 9.10am – 3.10pm. Call us on 01603 712498 for more information or to 
arrange a visit. For further details follow us on Twitter: @BlofieldPreSch or 
visit our Facebook page at: 
http:www.facebook.com/BlofieldPreSchoolPlaygroup. 
If you would like your child to be added to our Waiting List, please email us 
on blofieldpreschool@outlook.com. 
 

Village Voices 
Singing together can be beneficial and joyful and although we cannot get 
together just now, we have got to grips with Zoom and the Village Voices 
community choir carries on virtually and in spirit! Even connecting this way is 
still great fun and we've been enjoying the sessions. Many of the songs we 
are singing on Zoom are popular songs that most people know so it's still 
possible to join in if singing with others in a fashion would help boost your 
spirits. For more information, call Suzanne on 01603 716268 or check our 
website http://villagevoices1.wixsite.com/choir. 
 

Blofield and District Gardening Club 
The Club decided to cancel meetings during 2021 because of the Covid-19 
virus but has been publishing a newsletter with information from local and 
national horticultural societies as well as members’ contributions and 
photographs. We firmly hope that the club will reopen in 2022 but in the 
meantime, happy gardening and hope you all keep safe and well. Website 
link: www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk.(see page 10). 
 

Brundall & Blofield Good Neighbour Scheme 
Blofield Parish Council is working in partnership with the Brundall and 
Blofield Good Neighbour Scheme to support the community through the 
current pandemic we are experiencing. If you need assistance at this current 
time with collecting shopping or medication, then please call, & also for more 
information.-.call free: 0800 688 9677 and we can make sure that someone 
can help you. 

NOTICE BOARD 

http://villagevoices1.wixsite.com/choir
http://www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk/
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Brundall Local History Group 
Following government advice, all of our public talks and events have been 
postponed until the autumn. We hope to invite our speakers again when we 
are able to restart the programme. Members will be kept informed by email 
and the website is regularly updated. Members will continue to receive 
regular issues of the Brundall & Braydeston Chronicle via Royal Mail. 
www.brundallvillagehistory.org.uk. 
 

Aid for Animals 
We have some lovely, young rescue dogs looking for good homes. If you are 
interested and can give a good, loving home then please ring Margaret at Aid 
for Animals on 01603 716883 
 

Extend (Movement to Music for Older People & Disabled Adults) 
The classes commenced at the Brundall Memorial Hall on Monday 12 July. 
As before - MONDAYS: registration at 13.45, so that we start at 14.00 and 
finish at 15.00. Class is held weekly barring Bank Holidays. Cost: £4.00 per 
class. For more information please contact Jenny Hall on 01508 494443 or 
xxfap57@qfqfq.plus.com. (Brundall Memorial Hall, Links Avenue, Brundall 
NORWICH,  NR13 5LL) 
 

Knitters and Stitchers (and other crafts) 
At Springdale Residential Home, Cucumber Lane, Brundall. On the second 
Friday of each month. From 10 – 12. Please come along and if you have 
spare needles, hooks or wool please bring them with you. Donations of 
cakes and biscuits gratefully received. Tea and Coffee will be served. All 
welcome. For details please call DEBBY on 01603 335962 & please check 
for cancellation at this difficult time. 
 

Blofield Heath W.I 
It was wonderful to see so many members at our June meeting which was 
outside at Heathlands. We hope to hold our meeting on Tuesday August 10th 
outside again, weather permitting. 
 

Heathlands - Heathlands Social club 
We are planning some attractions in the next few months (see page 17). 
We are open as usual: 
Tuesday - Thursday from 7.30pm; Friday and Saturday from 5.30pm 
Nippy Chippy will still be about on Friday evenings at Heathlands from 
4.30pm - 7.30pm. 
Everybody is welcome to come and see us, hopefully we will have some 
sunshine during July, August and September, and you can enjoy a drink 
outside in the evening sunshine. 
Any queries please ring either Jill on 714164 or Alan on 07818466473. 

NOTICE BOARD 
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NOTICE BOARD 
Hemblington Parish Council 
Parish Council meetings take place every two months normally on the last 
Monday of the month. They start at 7.30pm and held at the Heathlands 
Community Centre in Woodbastwick Road, Blofield Heath, NR13 4PH.  
There is no meeting this month. Information will be available on our 
noticeboards and our website: http://hemblingtonparish.org.uk. 
 

Hemblington Pre-School  
Hemblington Pre School operates from Heathlands. A maximum of 26 
children may attend at any one time. It is open during term times on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 am until 12.30 pm and on Wednesday 
from noon until 3 pm. All children share access to a secure enclosed outdoor 
play area. Ofsted Rated - Good. If you require further information (particularly 
during these uncertain times) then please call 01603 712616 (office hours) or 
contact: Fiona Trimble on 07716 869506 and visit our website: 
www.hemblingtonpreschool.com. 
 

Lingwood & Burlingham Parish Council 
When social distancing is in place, meetings will be held via Zoom at 7pm. 
Please inform the clerk if you wish to attend. 
Apart from when meetings are held by zoom, all meetings are held at the 
Lingwood Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting Room, Station Road, 
Lingwood, generally on the 1st TUESDAY of the month starting at 7.30pm.  
(Please check notice boards in case of variation). There is no planned Parish 
Council meeting this month. 
Planning consultation meetings are sometimes held between meeting dates 
when planning proposals have to be considered within 23 days. 
For information the Council has a website: 
https://lingwood-burlinghamparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk. 
 

A warm welcome to all newcomers to Blofield.... 
 

….You may be aware that we have a communal orchard in the village, 
just beyond the camping centre and farm shop. Why not come and join 
us? We have over 50 apple trees which produce local varieties like the 
Blofield Russet, the Norfolk Beefing, & the Norfolk Beauty, as well as a 
plum and a fig tree. 
 

We meet every Tuesday between 10am and 12 noon, when we might be 
involved in grafting buds on to rootstock, pruning, picking, weeding, 
scything, wassailing, depending on the time of year. We're a friendly 
bunch, always keen to meet ‘fellow-Blofieldians’. If you would like to join 
us, do give Richard Codling a ring on 07900355907. 

http://www.hemblingtonpreschool.com
https://lingwood-burlinghamparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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HEATHLANDS MANAGEMENT MEETING -  
AUGUST 3RD. 7.30pm 

 

After the Government news, we are planning to start opening up the hall. 
 

BINGO again on Friday August 6th 
It will be eyes down for 7.30pm, and we will be there from 6.45pm to 
welcome you back. 
We will not be doing refreshments, but the bar will be available if you 
would like a drink. We look forward to seeing you all again. 
 

The next dates would be August 20th, September 10th and 24th. 
 

TEA and CHAT 
Dates for your diaries: Tuesday October 19th being the first one, and then, 
hopefully, November 16th. We will be there from 2.00pm, so please come 
along for a cuppa and a chat. It will be lovely to see you all again. 
 

GARAGE SALE - September 5th - 9.00am - 1.00pm. 
Forms to book your garage will be in this month’s Focal Point - Only £5.00, 
and I'm sure you all have plenty to pass on after these last few months. 
Maps will be on sale from 8.45am at Heathlands on the morning. 
We are also offering a few tables in the hall (£5.00). 
Hopefully, we will be able to serve coffee, etc, on the day at Heathlands. 
Any queries please ring me, Jill, on 714164, and hopefully I can help. 
 

SOCIAL CLUB 
We are open as usual from Tuesday - Thursday from 7.30pm & Friday and 
Saturday from 5.30pm 
Everybody is welcome to come and see us, hopefully we will have some 
sunshine during July, August and September, and you can enjoy a drink 
outside in the evening sunshine. 

Macmillan Cancer Support 
Would anyone, who has an excess of fruit and vegetable produce from their 
garden or allotment, consider donating it to me, so that I can produce 
preserves in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, please? 
I had a very good response last year, and I am extremely appreciative of 
your support. 
 

In order to let everyone who supported me by 
buying preserves and cake, etc. on Saturday 29th 
May, know, the total raised on that day was £250 - 
Thank you. 
 

Please contact me on 01603 717382 or 
jaquikearns@yahoo.co.uk 
Thank you, 

mailto:jaquikearns@yahoo.co.uk
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16th AUGUST 1578 
In about June 1578, Norwich received the news that their popular 
monarch, Queen Elizabeth I was to visit, as part of one of her 
‘Progresses’. (Her mother was the ill-fated Anne Boleyn, who was 
born in Blickling Hall). The city had just 2 months to prepare. 
 

The Progresses were part pageant, part PR exercise, part royal duty. On her 
‘Progresses’, Queen Elizabeth would process through the towns of certain 
areas of Britain, showing herself to subjects, and engaging with people 
outside the Royal Courts. Elizabeth was a popular Queen, and she had been 
on the throne for over 20 years, so when news came that she would be 
coming to Norwich, no effort was spared. 
 

On the 16th August, Queen Elizabeth arrived in Norwich, and entered 
through the magnificent St Stephen’s gate (which was in the area where the 
St Stephen’s roundabout is now (the gate was demolished in the late 18th 
century). The procession was immense. Met by the Mayor of Norwich, she 
was also greeted by 60 of the finest-looking men in Norwich, dressed head to 
toe in black satin, with yellow and purple details (being financed by 
themselves). Elizabeth was treated to the first of many speeches before 
making her way through the city to the Bishop’s Palace where she would be 
staying. 
 

Everywhere she went, the Queen was treated to theatre, music, dancing and 
very lengthy speeches. In fact, she had so many displays to see, and 
speeches to listen to on this first day, it took her 6 HOURS to get from St 
Stephen’s gate to the Cathedral and the Bishop’s Palace (about 1 mile). 
People even erected their own monuments to the Queen, such as one that 
you can still see, housing a water pump on a walkway between Westwick 
Street and Anchor Quay. 
 

The way in which her sleeping arrangements were made was remarkable. If 
there was any residence of standing on the royal trajectory, and the Queen 
wished to stay there, absolutely no expense would be spared on making her 
comfortable. There is one story of the Queen spending the night in 
someone’s stately home - looking out the window before bed, and making a 
comment about how nice a courtyard wall would be, then waking up the next 
morning to the sight of a newly built wall. Owners of grand houses would 
quite commonly be temporarily displaced from their houses, and there are 
even reports of them sleeping in tents in the garden to make room for the 
Queen and her party. 
 

There is some discussion about whether Queen Elizabeth and her party, 
brought the plague (or The Black Death) to Norwich from London, as the 
following year, about a third of the population of Norwich was wiped out in a 
tragedy that ravaged the globe. Some historians believe that the incubation 
period of plague (about 2-6 days from infection) is such that if the Queen had 
brought it with her in August 1578, there would have been a major outbreak 
in Norwich a lot sooner than 1579. 
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BISHOP'S HOUSE OPEN GARDEN DAYS 
 

Open days at the Bishop of Norwich’s historic private 
garden are in aid of local charities. Tickets are £5 
(children and wheelchair users FREE). Only guide dogs 
are allowed. The events will be COVID-safe, and you are 
invited to book time slots in advance at: 
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/senior-staff/
bishop-of-norwich/gardens/opening-dates-times/ 
Time slots are: 
10.30am – 12 noon; 12.30pm – 2pm; 2.30pm – 4pm. 
 

By kind permission of Bishop Graham and Rachel Usher. 
 

Please note that parking is not available on site. There is 
a small pay and display car park outside the entrance 

and a larger pay and display car park a few further yards down, just off 
Bishopgate opposite the Adam and Eve pub. Wheelchair users can be 
dropped off and collected outside.  

 

1st August – in aid of TimeNorfolk 
 

We will be serving some delicious home made cakes & 
bakes as well as hot and cold drinks on a take away 
basis. There will be some outdoor seating available, 
however, you are welcome to bring picnic blankets and 
find the perfect spot to enjoy your food. 
 

There will be a plant stall selling some of the fantastic 
plants grown by the Bishop’s Garden head gardener. 
We would encourage families to come and explore the 
gardens, every child will receive a nature hunt sheet to 
help them explore! 
 

TimeNorfolk is a local charity aiming to spread hope after pregnancy loss, we 
offer time to listen, time to grieve, and time to heal. 
We provide inclusive support across Norfolk to anyone who has been 
affected by pregnancy loss in any form. To make an appointment or speak to 
someone, please contact us on 01603 927487. 
 

8th August – in aid of Norwich Puppet Theatre 
 

Amongst the entertainments will be live music, puppet walkabouts and a 
kids’ dinosaur egg trail. We will also have some kids’ dinosaur activity packs 
available for £5 on the door. 
 

Our volunteers will be serving homemade cakes, as well as hot and cold 
drinks, plus Ronaldo’s ice cream. This will be take-outside only. Although 
there will be some outdoor seating, you are welcome to bring your own 
picnic blankets, and find your own special tea spot in the garden. 
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St Benet’s Abbey Annual Service 
on 1st August at 3.30pm 

 

Join us for the annual ecumenical open air service 
at the peaceful site of St Benet’s Abbey, in the 
presence of the Abbot, the Bishop of Norwich, on 
the 1st August at 3.30pm. 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend this special 
service, held in the open air at the Cross, and 
within the imprint of the church. The service will be 
led by the Prior, Revd David Smith, assisted by 
the Community of St Benet’s Abbey. Please join 
us if you can. 
 

A disabled toilet will be provided for general use. 
Public parking is in fields and therefore on an uneven surface. Cars 
displaying a Blue Badge may be allowed to park on the Abbey site, 
depending on conditions. 
 

Contact details: 
Prior, Revd David Smith on 01692 630216 or draesmith2@btinternet.com. 

Join Dippy for some very special events 
At Norwich Cathedral this August 

 
From prehistoric film nights to dino tales and talks, there will be lots of events 
for dinosaur fans of all ages to enjoy during Dippy’s stay. Admission is free 
and there’s no need to book (unless you’re visiting as a group). You can say 
hello to Dippy in the Nave after you’ve explored the rest of the exhibition and 
walked through the time tunnel in the Cathedral’s Cloister. 
Visit: https://dippy.cathedral.org.uk/dippy-events. 
 

The opening times for Dippy on Tour are: 
 

Monday to Friday: 10am - 4pm. 
Friday Lates: 7pm - 9pm. 
Saturday: 9.30am - 5.30pm. 
Sunday: Closed. 
 

Last entry 30 minutes before closing. 
 

Some changes occurring in August are as follows: 
Mondays - 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd August: 
Dippy will be closed until 10.30am for some special guests 
Thursday, 19th August - Dippy will be closed from 10 - 12 for our Relaxed 
Dippy session. 
 

Questions can be answered at: 
dippy@cathedral.org.uk or 01603 218300. 

javascript:__eae_open('znvygb:qenrfzvgu2@ogvagrearg.pbz');
https://dippy.cathedral.org.uk/dippy-events/relaxed-sessions-with-dippy
https://dippy.cathedral.org.uk/dippy-events/relaxed-sessions-with-dippy
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Shakespeare at Bylaugh Hall  
Sunday 1st August at 2.00pm - 6.30pm  

 

Come and enjoy the rich narrative of Shakespeare's Henry V, performed by 
Festival Players International at the historic Bylaugh Hall. The Festival 
Players Theatre Company is committed to bringing you the very best in 
professional touring theatre. For 2021, the Festival Players will be touring 
Shakespeare’s ‘Henry V’, his most popular History Play. 
 

The company consists of seven or eight professional actors who play all the 
parts. This frequently involves quick costume changes, with men doubling 
up as women and vice versa. The Festival Players’ Patron is Dame Judi 
Dench. 
 

The performance will take place on the south lawn of Bylaugh Hall (please 
bring your own chairs) at 4.00pm, by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Ben 
Budworth. Gates will be open at 2pm. Food & bar plus other stalls are 
available.  
 

This performance is raising funds in aid of the Friends of Bylaugh Church 
and the Friends of Bawdeswell Church 
 

Please book tickets in advance at www.ticketsource.co.uk, Cost: £15. 
 

Contact Details 
James Lilwall 
+441362688499 
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SUDOKU FOR THIS MONTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLUTION TO 
JULY SUDOKU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The solution will 
be in next  
month’s  

(September) 
Blofield News, 

Good luck! 
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Editor: Gill O’Brien, Email: blofieldnews@blofieldchurch.org.uk; Tel: 01603 713720 

Disclaimer: The publisher takes no responsibility for the accuracy of statements 
made by contributors or advertisers and does not endorse any goods or services 
offered in advertisements. 

01 Sunday Open Gardens Bishop’s House 

01 Sunday Annual Open Air Service St Benet's Abbey 

01 Sunday Shakespeare’s Henry V Bylaugh Hall  

02 Monday Keep Blofield Special Heathlands 

06 Friday Bingo Heathlands 

08 Sunday Open Gardens Bishop’s House 

09 Monday Blofield PC meeting & Planning meeting Blofield Court House 

09 Monday Keep Blofield Special Blofield Court House 

10 Tuesday Blofield Heath WI meeting Heathlands (outside) 

14 Saturday BADCOG Jary’s meadow 

14 
21 

Saturday to 
Saturday 

Arts, Crafts & Flower Displays St Margaret’s, Upton 

20 Friday Bingo Heathlands 

22 Sunday Songs of Praise St Margaret’s, Upton 

28 Saturday BADCOG Howes Meadow 

Any activity, meeting or event, advertised in this edition of Blofield 
News for the coming months, will be subject to government guidelines 
whether they will be allowed to take place. 

Front page: The Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) 
Hedgehogs are in decline in Britain, and are now listed as "Vulnerable" on 
Britain's red list of mammals. According to the latest State of Britain's 
Hedgehogs report, numbers of hedgehogs have fallen by up to 30% in urban 
areas, and 50% in rural areas since the Millennium. 
Measures to reduce pressures on hedgehogs include providing more field 
margins, hedgerows, and scrubby areas for the animals. A trial, putting 
wildflowers strips through the middle of fields to encourage insects that prey 
on crop pests, thereby reducing pesticide use, may also benefit wildlife such 
as hedgehogs. 


